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Museum Mementos  

Captured from Our Collections  

Hello Museum Friends and Supporters,  

We are creating a library from the wonderful material that so many of you have 

donated to us over the years. The best way to use the books, pictures, charts, ship 

material and ship and railroad artifacts that you have donated to us is to organize 

them with care and consideration in a second-floor library in our museum.  

We are picturing a library where you can enjoy our maritime, railroad, and 

technical books and maritime magazines and journals. We are organizing 

collections of Great Lakes and other material that include items from The Blessing 

of the Fleet, the Edmund Fitzgerald, and tons of Ashtabula and Ashtabula County 

history. We are organizing our pictures and charts for you to use. We are hoping to 

present children's programs and adult evenings as well.  

We are working very hard to accomplish all of this and plan to have a grand 

opening this spring. We want to share and creatively return your material and your 

faith in us as much as possible with appreciation and passion in the form of 

newsletters, slide presentations, and eventually articles, newsletters and books. We 

already have a Museum blog! Check it out at:  

https://maritimemomentsandmemories.wordpress.com/  

This is our Veterans Day Newsletter focusing on some of the Ashtabula County 

Veterans of 1944. The material for this newsletter comes from a series of 

scrapbooks donated to our museum. The scrapbooks contain newspaper clippings 

from the Ashtabula Star Beacon, painstakingly clipped and pasted into time 

tattered books. They will eventually be placed in plastic covers to preserve them, 

but they do not belong on the shelf unknown and unshared. Instead, we can use our 

modern cellphone technology to take pictures of the faded pictures and retell the 

stories they contain so new generations of people can read about them. We hope 

that the remaining veterans and their descendants realize how much we appreciate 

their devotion to our country and the sacrifices they have made for it and us.  

Sincerely, Kathy Warnes Historian and Librarian,  

Ashtabula County Maritime & Surface Transportation Museum 

 

https://maritimemomentsandmemories.wordpress.com/


They Sacrificed… 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Tuesday, August 15, 1944 

Wounded in France, Bernardo Tells of Normandy Battle 

Wounded when an 88mm shell landed next to him on a hill overlooking La Maye 

du Puits, Pfc. Louis Bernardo, Jr., 3005 Lake Avenue, is sure that his steel helmet 

saved his life. The blast from the exploding shell ripped the clothes from his body 

and put two deep gashes in the side of his helmet. Now convalescing in a United 

States Army Hospital in England, Pfc. Bernardo will receive the Purple Heart. 

“The snipers were the most trouble,” said the young infantryman who has seven 

dead snipers to his credit. “And not all of them German. A 16-year-old French girl 

got a lot of our boys in Cherbourg before we got her.” 

Landing on D-Day, Pfc. Bernardo was with the American troops who made the 

assault on Cherbourg and later took La Haye du Puits. He described the way our 

men used German weapons to confuse the Nazis who recognized the sound of their 

own guns but cut loose with everything they had when they heard others. Many of 

the German medics who were captured had rifles or grenades according to Pfc. 

Bernardo. He also described a large building with a Red Cross on the roof, which 

was found to be full of German ammunition. 

Pfc. Bernardo is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Bernardo. Leaving Ashtabula High 

School in his junior year to join the Army, he trained at Fort Hayes, Ohio, and 

Camp Phillips, Kansas, before overseas service. Two brothers, Frank and Peter, are 

in the Army Air Force.  

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Saturday July 15, 1944 

Pfc. Sam Chiarelli Dies in Action 

A telegram from the War Dept., Thursday night, notified Alex Chiarelli, 611 West 

29th Street of the death of his son Pfc. Sam P. Chiarelli, who was killed in action 

June 24 in Italy. The telegram stated that a letter would follow. Pfc. Chiarelli had 

been in the Tunisian, Sicilian and Italian Campaign. In the early part of June he 

received his fourth citation ribbon. Pfc. Chiarelli has two brothers overseas, Pfc. 

Carmen Chiarelli stationed in the Pacific and Pfc. James Chiarelli, destination 

unknown. There is also a brother-in-law, Pvt. Paul Hagstrom, stationed in Italy and 

a sister Pfc. Mildred Chiarelli at Phoenixville, Pa. with the WACS. Sam Chiarelli 

is buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Ashtabula. 



Lord Brothers Killed in Action within A Month of Each 

Other 

Sgt. William Lord, Jr., 26, a Conneaut engineer-gunner on a Flying Fortress based 

in England is reported missing in action over Germany. He 

went overseas in May 1944. 

William was “killed in action” when his B-17 collided with 

B-17G “Curley’s Kids”, #42-102606 over Perele, 

Luxembourg and he was awarded the Air Medal and the 

Purple Heart. He is buried in Henri-Chapelle American 

Cemetery and Memorial in Liege, Belgium.  

 

                          

William’s brother, 2nd Lieutenant James Richard Lord, 20, was killed on August 

10, 1944, and not accounted for until September 25, 2018. Born November 8, 

1923, in Conneaut, he was the son of William R. and Sarah D. Sawtelle Lord. He 

graduated from Conneaut High School in 1941 where he played football and was 

involved in many school activities. Lt. Lord was employed at Bell Aircraft in 

Buffalo, New York before he enlisted in the U.S. Air Corps on October 10, 1942. 

He was a P47D pilot with the 66th fighter squadron 12th Air Force and was piloting 

a plane in the Savon area off Northwest Italy, near the French border when it 

crashed off the coast of Corsica. Lt. Lord’s brother Sgt. William Lord, Jr. who had 

been reported missing was killed in action on July 12, 1944. 

A memorial service took place at Conneaut Township Park Bluffs on Lake Road 

on Saturday June 22, 2019, and he was buried in Center Cemetery in Conneaut. 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, August 3, 1944 



Francis A. Simon 

Andover Soldier Killed in Normandy 

Andover, August 3rd 

Mr. and Mrs. A.L. Simon received a telegram from the War Department Tuesday 

that their son Private Francis A. Simon, 31, was killed in action at Normandy, 

France, July 12th. 

He was born at Pierpont, April 22, 1913, and married Doris Fobes, Andover, 

August 15, 1941. They have one child, Jean Marie. 

He is survived besides his parents, wife, and daughter, by a sister Mrs. George 

Chamberlain, Dorset, and two brothers, Harley and George. 

Memorial Services will be at the Congregational Church in Andover Sunday at 2 

p.m. with Reverend William Harrison officiating. The American Legion will assist. 

He is buried in Maple Grove Cemetery, Andover, Ohio. 

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Tuesday, July 18, 1944 

Soldier Read Star Beacon in Foxhole in France 

Corporal Ralph Esposito was lying in his foxhole somewhere in France when he 

received some mail, including a Star Beacon. He writes that he enjoyed it very 

much and passed it around to his buddies who also read it, although they were not 

from Ashtabula. They remarked that reading the Star Beacon is almost as good as 

getting a letter from home. 

Esposito is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Felix Esposito, 1508 West 30th Street. 

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Friday, August 4, 1944 

Mass for Pvt. Felix to be Sung Monday 

A Mass will be sung Monday in memory of Private Adolph Felix, 21-year-old son 

of Mrs. Pauline Felix, 136 West 43rd Street. A member of 5307th Composite Unit 

(Provisional_ also known as Merrill’s Marauders, he was killed in action at 

Myitkyina, Burma, June 30. Right Reverend Msgr. J.J. Davidson will sing a 

requiem high mass at 8 a.m. Monday at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church. Pvt. 

Felix is buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, Ashtabula. 



 

Ashtabula Star Beacon 

Friday, August 4, 1944 

Ship Traveled Too Slow for Ashtabulan on Way to U.S. 

Corporal Norman Hummer Home After 27 Month Pacific Duty 

“We crowded the deck for two days before reaching San Diego Harbor, we were so 

anxious to see ‘good ‘ol U.S.A.,” said Captain Norman Hummer, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Edward Hummer, 721 Thayer Avenue, who served 27 months in the Pacific 

with the original First Division of the Marines. 

“It was late afternoon when the ship came into the harbor, and we saw the first 

automobiles we’d seen since we left the states.” 

The Marine Band met the ship and the first group of women marines the 

leathernecks had ever seen was on hand to greet them. The American people, 

especially the women, looked good to the Marines, Corporal Hummer said. 

The Third Brigade was the first fully equipped Marine outfit to go overseas, and it 

became part of the First Division, which is credited with the captures of 

Guadalcanal, New Guinea, and Cape Gloucester on New Britain.  

The tanks in which Corporal Hummer served as turret gunner were first used to 

best advantage in the capturing of the Cape Gloucester airfield, some of the other 

islands being too swampy. Third Brigade also was credited for Samoan defense 

before the Battle of Guadalcanal and received a presidential citation for the work 

done. 

After being at New Guinea, the Marines were sent to Australia to recuperate and 

retrain. There the people took the boys right in and made them feel at home. Many 

formed lasting friendships there. “Everywhere we were told how much the people 

in the Pacific area like the Americans, particularly for their happy-go-lucky nature, 

the corporal stated. 

Brings Back Souvenirs 

Among the souvenirs Corporal Hummer brought and sent back were numerous 

clippings taken from the Japs. Some of them were from Japanese fashion catalogs, 

others were money and letters. There were also two shirts, a helmet and gas mask, 

and two armor piercing and high explosive shells. 



“At first, the mail took at least two months to reach us. In fact, our Christmas 

packages came in June,” reported Corporal Hummer. Later the mail began coming 

in 14 days, sometimes in ten. During the battle they saw no newspapers, although 

some of the boys received clippings in their letters from Australian friends. 

Altogether the group lived on about 12 islands during the 27 months. “Our 

company was pretty lucky, We didn’t lose many men,” Corporal Hummer said. 

When asked how home and Ashtabula looked to him, Corporal Hummer replied 

that it had changed some, as three years is a long time, but “Boy when I first saw 

the house and the folks!” He said the boys out there resigned themselves to 

finishing the job and not being able to come home until it was done, but when they 

were on their way back to the States, all were more anxious to see home and the 

family more than anything else. 

Corporal Hummer will report to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, as an instructor 

following his 30-day furlough. The other original veterans of the First Division 

will also be stationed in this country. He has also two brothers in service. They are 

Corporal Roy Hummer, Camp Pickett, West Virginia, and Private Roland 

Hummer, with the Air Corps at Chenault Field Illinois. 

Ashtabula Stat Beacon, Saturday, August 19, 1944 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Private Johnson is buried 

in Lulu Falls Cemetery, 

Kingsville 

 



They Too, Sacrificed… 

 

City Wave Studies Device 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Friday August 6, 1944 

Mildred Lehtinen, right, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Francis Lehtinen of 1717 West 15th Street, and Mrs. 

Thelma LeBall, A.S. Painesville, on the left, were 

photographed during boot training in the WAVES. They 

were observing the movements of a “crab” recording 

device attached to a Link Trainer at the U.S. Naval 

Training School in Bronx New York. 

 

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, July 20, 1944 

WAC Cpl. Doris Osborn Dies in England  

WA Cpl. Doris R. Osborn, 27, wife of Pfc. Rufus Osborn, U.S. Army, station 

unknown, died in England on May 18 according to word received by Mrs. Lynn 

Otto, 4420 West 17th Street. 

Cpl. Osborn had resided with Mrs. Olin prior to joining the WACS. She was the 

daughter of Mrs. A.S. Reeves, Zelwood, Fla. She trained at southern camps, being 

sent overseas and stationed in England early this year. The nature of the illness 

causing her death is not known, but it is known that she was in a hospital near 

London for some time.                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Four Purple Heart WACs Can Thank Robot Bombs 

Pictured in their English hospital beds arethe first WACs to receive the Purple 

Heart medal. Injuried in a robot bomb accident they are left to right:  PFC Effie M. 

Gibbons of Lewiston, Idaho; Pvt. Margaret Johnson of Madison, Wisconsin; 

Private Leon J. Galion of Odessa, Texas; and Pfc. Dorothy Whitfield of 

Schnectady, New York. WAC officers standing are Captain Rose F. Ross, left of 

New York City, Commanding Officer, and Lt. Colonel Anna M. Wilson. WAC 

Director for  European Theater of Operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ashtabula WAVES Check Out 

 
Riehl, Stephans, Canon at Hunter College 

Shown checking their “log out” cards with the Shore Patrol on duty at Hunter 

College, Bronx, New York are three WAVE “boots” from Ohio. 

Left to right are apprentice seamen Margaret Riehl, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E.W. 

Riehl, 1225 Prospect Road; Margaret Stephans daughter of Mrs. George Smith, 

Painesville; and Clarissa Canon, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E.C. Canon, Ashtabula. 

After finishing their boot training, these girls will either be sent on active duty at 

some shore station with the U.S. Navy or given advanced training in a special 

branch of the service. 



 

Two Train Together As Navy WAVES 

Sisters by birth as well as by patriotism are WAVE apprentice seamen Elva 

Thompson(left) and Verna Johnson (right) who recently completed book training 

at Hunter College, New York. They are the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. A.A. 

Thompson, 31 Runkle Avenue. 

Seaman Johnson’s husband is in the Army stationed in India. 

The sisters are now taking advanced study in the Naval Medical College at 

Bethesda, Maryland.  

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Thursday, July 20, 1944. 

Sisters End 

Boot 

Training 



 

Kate Smith on First of WAVES Tribute 

Kate Smith, America’s favorite songstress, takes over in a command performance 

for the Navy, in the first program in the first of a new series, “Something for the 

Girls,” which will be heard each Tuesday and Saturday at 7:45 p.m. over station 

WICA beginning tomorrow.  

Paying tribute to the WAVES, Kate will be assisted by Ted Collins, Jack Miller’s 

Orchestra, Ward Wilson, and WAVE specialist Isabelle, Cane.  

For her musical salute to the WAVES, Kate will sing “Someday I’ll Meet You 

Again,” “G.I. Jive,” and “Long Ago and Far Away.” 

New 

WICA 

Series to 

Start 



Together They Sacrificed…. 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Tuesday, July 18, 1944 

WACS Land in France, Carry Shovels to Dig Foxholes 

Somewhere on the Cherbourg Peninsula, July 18 

The first WACS have landed in France and are working 20 miles behind the 

battlefront.  

Trained, as one WAC put it, “to shoot sort of mildly,” and carrying shovels to dig 

fox holes in event of enemy raids, the group of 40 enlisted girls and six officers 

arrived in Normandy on a troop transport on Bastille Day. The group is 

commanded by Captain Isabel H. Kane of Tacoma, Washington, a former dancing 

teacher.  

First to set foot on French soil was 1st Sergeant Nancy Carter of Charlottesville, 

Virginia. The GI’s greeted the WACS with shouts of “Here come the morale 

builders. And French villagers cheered as they drove through the decorated streets. 

The girls bivouacked in parks and were warned against picking roses or knocking 

at strange doors as a precaution against booby traps.  

All are clerks and secretaries with the exception of one jeep driver. They consider 

life at the front “relaxing,” after the robot bombing of Britain. Actually, their life is 

rugged. German snipers still lurk in the neighborhood and the girls are ordered 

never to walk alone. They stick pretty close to headquarters. 

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, July 22, 1944 

Killed in Action on New Guinea 

Pfc. Edward Sintic 

Pfc. Edward Sintic, 30, son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sintic Rock Creek, was killed 

May 26 at Sarmi, New Guinea. 

Memorial services were held at St. Mary’s Church, Orwell. 

 

 



Ashtabula Star Beacon, Wednesday, August 30, 1944 

Chaplain DeCrane at Crile Hospital Back from Pacific 

Made overseas Crossing on Ammunition Ship 

On his first overseas trip, Captain Bernard DeCrane, a Chaplain in the U.S. Army, 

called the Liberty Ship on which he sailed merely a “floating ammunition dump,” 

for the cargo was solely dynamite ad ammunition and the ship went in a convoy of 

one – itself traveling at 11 knots. 

The former assistant pastor at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Ashtabula, 

Chaplin DeCrane arrived Sunday as a medical casualty at Crile Hospital, Parma, 

Ohio, after several days at Fletcher Hospital, Cambridge, Ohio. 

In New Guinea for nearly two years, he lost 44 pounds from the time he landed 

overseas until he boarded the hospital ship to return home. 

When Chaplain DeCrane arrived in New Guinea he found no beautiful church in 

which to hold his services. They were conducted from the hood of a jeep, back of a 

truck, or under a tent. Sunday did not find all of the men at the services, because 

they were out on patrols.  

Right after the Sunday Mass for regimental officers and men of headquarters 

companies, he would take four days rations and go into the mountains to find the 

men. One soldier who accompanied him as a chaplain does not carry firearms. The 

mountains he had to climb on New Guinea are among the highest in the world, 

some being as high as 7000 feet or more. 

Serves Catholics and Protestants 

He would hold a Mass for the Catholic soldiers and then give a general service for 

the Protestants. In one four-day period he officiated at eight Masses and nine 

general services. 

One of his most thrilling experiences was landing with assault troops on the island 

of Saidor. A month later, when the beachhead had been established, he went 

swimming in the ocean with some officers. A Jap plane dove low and bombed an 

amphibious jeep which was unloading a Liberty Ship at anchor further out. The 

explosion rocked the swimmers back in the water. 



Chaplain DeCrane was evacuated from New Guinea with a serious case of jungle 

rot – a tropical skin infection. His arms were swollen twice their size and he could 

not lift them. This swelling disappeared on his return trip. However, another blow 

struck when he contracted malaria on the boat. He had escaped the disease while in 

New Guinea when most of the soldiers in his division had it, only to contract it on 

the way home. 

 

Sgt. Adams Gets ‘In Touch’with Ashtabula in Italy 

Sgt. Ronald Adams, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Adams, 1922 E. 45th St., has had 

some interesting experiences in Italy where he is serving with the 182nd station 

hospital. 

While a Red Cross worker was giving out cigarettes to the patients there, Sgt. 

Adams heard one say,” Where the neck is this town?” When he asked what town, 

the fellow replied “Ashtabula.” Sure enough, the label across the top read “Good 

Luck from the Ashtabula Junior Chamber of Commerce.” 

Sgt. Adams reports that he saw Vesuvius when it was erupting and that he had also 

visited an old famous cathedral and the city aquarium. 

One day, as Sgt. Adams was checking on his mail, the new detached service diet 

nurse walked through and before leaving she asked, “Which one of you is the 

Adams boy from Ashtabula?” 

When he answered, she told him she was Maurine Cisne, formerly of Ashtabula 

General Hospital. Her hospital unit had just come up from Africa.  

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Saturday, July 22, 1944 

Sgt. Robert Bogar is Killed in France 

Mrs. W.H. Bogar, 5534 Adams Avenue, received a telegram informing her that her 

son Sgt. Robert Bogar, 21, had been killed in action in France, June 13. The date of 

his death is significant in the fact that his father, William Bogar, succumbed to a 

heart attack on June 9, just four days before after being the sole witness to a fatal 

accident at the docks. Sgt. Boar was a Ranger and had been overseas almost a year. 

He had served in the armed forces for three years. Prior to induction, he was 

employed by the Atlantic and Pacific Store in Ashtabula. He is buried in 

Edgewood Cemetery, Ashtabula. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon, Tuesday 

September19, 1944 

Discharged Coast Guard Dog 

Awaits Trainer’s Return 

Home 

One of Jimmy Petrunger’s best friends- 

known to her admirer’s as “Baby, - arrived 

Friday in Ashtabula from the East Coast 

and will be waiting for him at his home 

3315 Superior Avenue, until after the war 

and he is demobilized from the U.S. Coast 

Guard. 

Baby is a year-old German police dog 

which Jimmy trained at Pensacola, 

Florida, where both Baby and Jimmy were 

members of the Coast Guard. Jimmy is 

seaman first class and has been in the 

service for a year and one-half. Baby has 

been discharged from the Coast Guard 

after a year’s sentry duty. 

Jimmy was her trainer, and such a 

friendship developed that the dog’s 

original owner relinquished his claim in 

order that Baby might belong to Jimmy,  

Baby has already captured the hearts of 

Jimmy’s brother-in-law and sister Mr. and 

Mrs. Floyd Ferallo, with whom Jimmy 

lived at 3315 Superior Avenue. 

 

 

Ashtabula Star Beacon 

Tuesday, September 26, 1944 



 

Mariners Tales, Ships and Rails 

 

 

This undated, unsourced summary of early railroad activity around Ashtabula Harbor 

can be found in the archives of the Ashtabula Maritime and Surface Transportation 

Museum. It is a good beginning for further research and most likely originates in the 

Ashtabula Telegraph). 

Railroad Activities Around Ashtabula Harbor Ohio 

1836 

February 1836. Ashtabula Warren & East Liverpool RR was chartered. 

Capital:  $1,500,000. The company was organized, some work was done, depression 

came, and the project was abandoned 

Directors 

Mathew Hubbard 

Horace Wilder 

Rodger W. Griswold 



Joab Austin 

G.W. St. John 

1851 

May 25, 1851. The Lake Shore & Michigan Southern RR extended six miles to the 

west of Ashtabula, Ohio. This portion of the railroad was first known as the Cleveland 

& Erie RR, and they had two east bound passenger trains and three west bound 

passenger trains. A.C. Hubbard was the station agent. 

1852 

The Cleveland Painesville & Erie Railroad came through Ashtabula, Ohio on the 

route that exists today. It was later incorporated into the Lake Shore & Michigan 

Southern Railroad Company. Later it became the New York RR System, then Penn-

Central RR, and now Con-Rail System. (1982). In 1914, the Lake Shore & New York 

Central merged. 

1853 

February 23, 1853. Ashtabula & New Lisbon RR was formed at 1,000.00 capital. 

Directors 

Henry Hubbard 

Frederic Carlisle 

Joshua S. Giddings 

Levi B. Austin 

Henry L. Springer 

A.L. Brewer 

Ashtabula Harbor Ohio to Niles, Ohio and to New Lisbon, Ohio on the Ohio River at 

Wellsboro. September 20, 1870, sold to Ashtabula Youngstown & Pittsburgh Railroad 

Company. One year later this company sold or leased the RR to Pennsylvania 

Railroad Company for 99 years. This was the start of Dock Activity in Ashtabula 

Harbor and a pickup of commerce as we know it today. 

1873 

The Pittsburgh Youngstown & Ashtabula RR got started about this time and was 

completed to the Docks at the Harbor. Dock One was established in 1873. The 



machines were Lockports, built in Erie, Pennsylvania and on March 10, 1873, they 

arrived on the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern RR at Ashtabula, from Erie, 

Pennsylvania. From the Depot at 32nd Street, they were carted by wagon to the Dock 

Site on Dock # 1 (present location of Sutherland’s Marine). The first load of ore 

arriving on July 11-12, 1873, and unloaded from Schooner Emma Kaize, was 730 

tons. On June 25, 1873, the first load of coal was shipped in the Schooner C.H. 

Walker. 

1874 

The Lake Shore & Michigan Southern RR started to build rails to the dock area on the 

east side of the Ashtabula River at this time. They connected Youngstown and 

Pittsburgh area with the Lakes at Ashtabula Harbor Ohio. This action with the same 

action of the Pennsylvania RR started to make the port of Ashtabula into a beehive of 

activity loading and unloading ore, coal, and limestone. 

1882 

The New York Chicago & St. Louis RR Company, “The Nickel Plate Road,” went 

through Ashtabula, Ohio, to connect with Buffalo, New York. The first train to 

operate was on October 23, 1882. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Subscribe to Museum Moments, the newsletter of the 

Ashtabula Maritime and Surface Transportation Museum 

Name_________________________________ 
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Telephone Number________________________________________________ 

 

Yes!  I would like to subscribe to Museum Moments, the newsletter of the 

Ashtabula County Maritime and Surface Transportation Museum for $25.00 a 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


