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As the Ashtabula Maritime and Surface Transportation Museum gets ready to open 

for another season, we thought it would be a good time to think about the founders 

of the Museum and the legacy they left for the community and for the county. 

We hope these stories inspire you to pause and think them for their dedication, 

perseverance, and love of the Ashtabula community and its people as well as their 

appreciation and preservation of Ashtabula’s maritime heritage. 

The Stories of the Highchair and the Doll  

 
 

Herman and Betty Carnegie stand in the gift shop of the Ashtabula Marine 

Museum in early March 2000. They were recruited as volunteers shortly after the 

Museum opened in 1984. Betty Carnegie served as museum director since 1994. 
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The old-fashioned wooden highchair complete with resident doll sits in the library 

of the Ashtabula County Maritime and Surface Transportation Museum. To some 

people she and her highchair seem out of time and place. 

According to longtime museum members, the doll and the highchair firmly belong 

in their museum home. The highchair belonged to Herman Carnegie, one of the 

pioneer volunteers at the museum, and the accompanying doll to his wife Elizabeth 

“Betty” Carnegie. They were the heart and soul of the Museum during its founding 

and the years after. Herman sat in the highchair as a child, presumably without the 

doll, who occupied his highchair later in his life. During the years and hours – over 

two decades and between1,200 and 1,400 volunteer hours in 1999 alone- that 

Herman and Betty spent at the Museum, the highchair and doll made themselves at 

home. Today, the highchair and doll are visible reminders of the dedication and 

determination of the first generation of museum volunteers. 

In his story about the Carnegies retirement from the Museum on Friday March 31, 

2000, Ashtabula Star Beacon Lifestyle Editor, Carl Feather quotes their friend Jim 

Hill. Jim Hill commended the constant attendance of the Carnegies, “They are 

dependable, enthusiastic, every hour the museum is open. That is something hard 

to get. They were not only here, but they also knew what was to be done and what 

to say and what not to say.” 

He pointed out that the Museum’s founders, Duff Brace, Paul Petros, and Clint 

Ekensten, recruited them shortly after the Museum opened in 1984. Herman retired 

from Reliance Electric in 1980 and Betty as Director of Nursing at Ashtabula 

General Hospital in 1982. Neither of them had been involved in the maritime 

industry other than owning a boat and being involved in the Ashtabula Power 

Squadron. 

Herman Carnegie, Duff Brace, and Paul Petros were close friends, and museum 

founders Duff Brace and Paul Petros convinced him that he and Betty’s 

involvement in the Museum was necessary. The next step was to find out what 

they were to do at the Museum. Herman found his calling in the Hulett Room, 

including a model that once stood on the A &B Dock below the Museum. Herman, 

who was legally blind, quickly learned to tell visitors the Hulett story from 

memory. He had learned the story from his mentors Duff Brace and Paul Petros 

and from listening to the experiences of the museum visitors who had worked on 

the docks with the Huletts.  

Betty Carnegie gravitated toward the gift shop, and quickly became a retail 

prodigy. She stocked the gift shop with books, statues of lighthouses, toys, charts, 

mugs, t-shirts, and jewelry. She also worked with volunteers, encouraging and 
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training them to be comfortable, informative, and enthusiastic as they talked to 

groups and individuals about the museum exhibits. Her goal was to staff each room 

of the Museum with a volunteer who could answer questions, point out the 

exhibits, and interact with visitors. 

 After Herman’s death in August 2000, Betty Carnegie returned to the museum as a 

volunteer. In 2001, she was re-elected as director, occupying that position until 

2007, when she decided to turn over the museum leadership to someone else.  

Betty enjoyed her retirement until she passed away on December 23, 2012. Both 

she and Herman are buried in Greenlawn Memorial Gardens in North Kingsville. 

 

North Kingsville Legends:  Herman and Betty Carnegie and Their Studebaker 

by Carl E. Feather 

Lifestyle Editor 

 

 

Elizabeth “Betty” Carnegie, right, stands with her sister Catherine Laird and the 

1950 Studebaker Commander their parents purchased new as a 40th wedding 

anniversary present.  

 

Growing up in a major Great Lakes port gave Betty Stearns Carnegie, a native of 

Conneaut, the foundation for a lifetime of learning about maritime history. 
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Betty, 85, has childhood memories of watching the Huletts at work and the flow of 

freighter traffic at Conneaut’s harbor. 

Sailing was not in the family, however. Betty’s father was a conductor for the 

railroad and her mother a teacher. 

“I always wanted to be a nurse when I was growing up,” Betty says. 

She followed that dream to St John’s Hospital in Cleveland where she completed 

the three-year program. 

Her first nursing job was at Brown Memorial. She started her career at Ashtabula 

General in 1948 and worked there 34 years. 

Among the memorable events that occurred during her time at the hospital was the 

570-day nurses’ strike that brought national attention to the community. Betty was 

in supervision by that time. 

“It was a very long strike and very difficult. It still upsets me to think something 

like that happened,” she says 

Betty had the distinction of being one of the nurses who cared for shipwreck 

survivor Dennis Hale when he was transferred to Ashtabula General from a 

Michigan hospital. And she was part of the team of nurses and doctors that traveled 

in railroad cars to the scene of the 1953 train wreck in Conneaut. 

Her husband worked for Reliance Electric, retiring in 1980. His retirement gave 

rise to a North Kingsville tradition; Herman spent his mornings waving at the 

morning traffic on Route 20. 

“It started as a joke,” she says. “After he retired from Reliance, he said he’d get out 

there with his rocking chair and cigar, and, as the other fellows went to their jobs, 

let them know he didn’t have to go to work.” 

Herman kept his post from 5:30 to 9 a.m. every day, in all kinds of weather. 

Afflicted with macular degeneration, Herman continued to wave although he could 

not see the cars. 

“He did it until probably 1997, some into 1998,” Betty says. 

The Carnegies were also known in the village for their blue 1950 Studebaker. The 

car was purchased by her parents for their 40th wedding anniversary and given to 

Herman by her mother. The family kept it in top condition with help from Steve 

Stewart of Dusty and Steve’s Service Station. 
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Although Betty no longer drives it, the car occasionally comes out of retirement for 

public events. 

Betty says Herman enjoyed visiting Stewart’s service station, and after her 

husband’s macular degeneration grounded him, Steve and his wife Laura started 

visiting the couple at their home. That tradition started in 1988 and continues to 

this day every Thursday. Her neighbors Chuck and Sharon Dewey, and friends 

Ken and Carol Novak and Tim and Joan Hewitt are part of that visiting tradition as 

well. 

“I don’t think there’s been a Thursday night that at least one of them didn’t come,” 

she says. “All of them are my caregivers. They buy my groceries, do my errands.” 

 

Stepping Down but Not Out 

2007 

 

Marine Museum director resigns, named adviser, director emeritus 

by Carl Feather 

Lifestyle Editor 

Seated in her hospital room that overlooks the muddy, swift, Ashtabula River, 

Elizabeth Carnegie is at peace with her life and accomplishments, but aspires to do 

even more once her leg heals. 

Betty, 85, was a nurse, nursing supervisor and director of nursing for the very 

hospital that now cares for her. Upon retiring from Ashtabula General, Betty 

turned her attention to the water that flows behind the hospital. She and her late 

husband Herman owned a boat, and retirement gave them more time to devote to 

their craft and volunteer work with the Ashtabula Power Squadron, which has 

since disbanded. Betty and Herman taught boating safety classes and Betty wrote 

the local group’s newsletters. 

Every spring and fall, the couple made a trip aboard the Delta Queen. “Twenty-one 

trips,” she says. “We practically went on every river that boat went on. I would 

love to go again. The Tennessee River was beautiful.” 

The third passion of their retirement also involved water, the Ashtabula Marine 

Museum. The North Kingsville residents became involved in the fledgling project 
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through the founders, Duff Brace and Paul Petros, who were close friends of 

Herman. The Carnegies were with the museum from day one. 

Betty’s assignment was the gift shop. Herman gravitated toward the exhibits, 

especially the Hulett unloaders. As gift shop manager, Betty looked for items that 

would sell quickly and at a low price, ensuring a fast return on the organization’s 

investment. 

Her favorite aspects of the job were giving tours to visitors and students. Betty says 

she enjoyed meeting the visitors who followed their interest in Great Lakes history 

to Walnut Boulevard. After working at the museum for nearly 25 years, Betty finds 

it amazing there are still Ashtabula County residents who have never stepped 

inside the building. 

“I wish that the schools would come in and see the history we have down there,” 

Betty says. “There are so many things down there, I wish we could get our local 

people to come in. We have visitors from all over the word. It is just a small corner 

down there, but there is an awful lot in it.” 

Betty’s passion for the museum led to her election as director in 1993. She 

remained at the position until 1999, when she resigned to care for her husband of 

54 years. Dennis Hale, the sole survivor of the Daniel Morrell sinking, was named 

director and remained in the position until 2001, when Betty returned as a 

volunteer following Herman’s death. 

She was re-elected as director that year. Betty held the post until last month, when 

she decided it was time to turn over the leadership to someone else. 

“I just felt I could not be there,” she says. “It needs somebody to be there day by 

day. I thought it was my time to give the reins over.” 

Betty’s last job as director was to give the 2007 State of the Museum Report, 

which revelated a stable organization with both the finances and a core of 

volunteers to keep it moving forward. After announcing her retirement, Robert 

Frisbie was nominated and elected to the post. Betty says she worked with Bob and 

his wife Anne since 1984 and is pleased to have him at her former post. 

Frisbie says the members were not about to allow Betty to slip out of the position 

so easily. Bill Ryan, a long-time member, made the motion to give Betty the title 

of director emeritus and chief advisor, which members approved 

“Others before me have said that she is the backbone of the museum and that is so 

true,” Frisbie stated in a news release. “We are glad she still wants to be there to 

assist us. She has so much knowledge and history stored in her brain, it would be a 
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shame to lose this valuable asset. Going to her for information about things that 

happened at the museum in the past is like going to a copy of “The Ashtabula 

Marine Museum Encyclopedia.”  She is great.” 

Betty assembled a partial list of seventy-three projects started and/or completed 

during her years as director. While many of them are bricks and mortar projects, 

her most enduring accomplishment has been her passion for preserving local 

maritime history. She continues to learn all she can about the community’s past 

and wants to see that history preserved. A new research library project taking form 

at the museum this winter will help accomplish that end. 

The museum is also investigating an expansion of the existing building. Betty says 

there are many artifacts that have been donated to the museum but cannot be 

displayed because of a lack of space. 

Although recuperating in the hospital is her primary job now, Betty is looking 

forward to returning to a functional role in the museum. 

“I’m hoping when I get a little better, I’ll be able to drive again and go to the 

museum,” she says, “I’m very lucky that my health is as good as it is for eighty-

five.”    

Carnegie keeps Marine Museum Gift Shoppe in 

Business 

by Charles A. Altonen 

1994 

Ashtabula. There are all kinds of volunteers out in Ashtabulaland, doing a wide 

variety of tasks for a number of organizations, all on their own time and with their 

own home grown experience This week’s volunteer is Betty Carnegie of North 

Kingsville who runs the gift shoppe at the United States Coast Guard Memorial 

and Great Lakes Marine Museum at 1071 Walnut Boulevard. 

On the job for nine of the museum’s ten very successful yeas, Betty regularly 

receives the praise of all the volunteers who operate Ashtabula’s “best kept secret 

on the lakefront,” the Marine Museum. 

Betty is the chief buyer of the large number of nautical gifts that are sold in the 

shoppe. She buys from nearly every state in the union, stocking the shoppe with 

wares that include everything from coffee mugs to calendars to stationery, post 

cards, lapel pins, books, and charts (maps) pens, pencils, tee shirts and sweatshirts 

and a list of nautical items too long to mention. 
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Although the museum season is short, opening Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 

Memorial Day to Labor Day, more than 6,000 visitors regularly visit the institution 

and generally purchase something from the gift shoppe to take with them as a 

memento of their visit. That kind of traffic keeps Betty very busy and really helps 

with the finances of the museum. 

Betty Carnegie is usually accompanied by husband Herman, a retired Reliance 

Electric employee who does his part to assist Betty with her voluntary chores 

which she freely gives to the tune of about 30 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, for 

there is much to do even when the museum is closed for the season.  

Marine Museum life trustee Paul Petros says of Betty, “She does a beautiful job for 

us. She is very loyal, is always looking for new items, is constantly trying to 

improve the displays and makes many great suggestions that have contributed in a 

big way to how the museum is perceived by the public.” And then he added, “I 

can’t give her enough credit.” 

Betty Carnegie retired from Ashtabula General Hospital in 1982 after 34 years of 

continuous service as Director of Nursing. 

In addition to her long and dedicated work with the museum, Betty has served on 

the Ashtabula Power Squadron Auxiliary as a Post Commodore, and now serves as 

historian. She is a member of the Catholic Daughters of America in Conneaut 

where she has been a faithful member of St. Mary’s Church for nearly 40 years. 

The next time you need a unique gift that will be treasured for years to come, stop 

in at the Marine Museum and let Betty Carnegie help you with suggestions You 

will surely find her to be helpful, knowledgeable and committed to public service, 

two words she practically invented. 

The stories of the highchair and the doll have not ended. They continue as the 

museum and its visitors interact with each other year after year, just as Betty and 

Herman spent so many years interacting with each other and the museum, its 

founders, and visitors. The stories of the highchair and the doll and the chapters the 

museum visitors add to them continue their legacy. 

Betty Carnegie died on December 23, 2012, and Herman Carnegie died on August 

8, 2000. They are buried in Greenlawn Memorial Gardens in North Kingsville.  
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A Grass Roots Beginning 

In1982, the U.S. Government Service Administration (GSA)awarded the 

Ashtabula Jaycees and the Ashtabula Marine Museum Committee the former 

lightkeepers’ residence on Walnut Boulevard. The building was christened The 

Great Lakes Marine and Coast Guard Memorial Museum. A few years later, 

Museum officials expanded its title to include surface transportation like railroads, 

automobiles, and motorcycles with the new name of The Ashtabula Maritime and 

Surface Transportation Museum. 

Ashtabula Marine Museum Committee co-chairmen James Hill, Paul Petros, and 

Duff Brace were determined to preserve the heritage of Ashtabula Harbor, a dream 

that began in the 1940s. Both Paul Petros and Duff Brace developed a love for 

things maritime in the youth and both served on ships when they got older. They 

nurtured their dream after they married and had families of their own.  

Josephine and Paul Petros 

Paul Petros had been collecting and storing in 

his own house anything of historic marine value 

that he felt could be saved from the scrap yard. 

Mr. Petros began speaking of his dream for a 

marine museum for Ashtabula, Ohio. He felt 

that a marine museum would preserve a 

valuable part of Ashtabula’s history for future 

generations. 

James Hill, a lifelong Ashtabula resident, 

graduated from Ashtabula High School and 

earned a bachelor’s degree in Business 

Administration from Ohio Wesleyan University 

I944. After serving in the Glider Infantry in 

World War II, he returned to Ashtabula and 

spent the next fifty years working for Carlisle Allen Company retiring as Director 

of Operations.  

Jim was deeply involved in Ashtabula maritime activities. One of the first 

members of the Redbrook Boat Club, he sailed his boat the Pinafore and was Past 

Josephine Petros died in 1985 and Paul Petros died 
in 1996. 
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Commodore of the Ashtabula Yacht Club. Along with Father Bernard Vacca, he 

was founder and 20-year co-chair of the Blessing of the Fleet in Ashtabula Harbor. 

Jim died on January 21, 2004, and he is buried in Chestnut Grove Cemetery. 

Jim Hill contributed many hours of care, concern, and labor to help create the 

Ashtabula Marine Museum. Always available to serve and help with projects, he 

drew on his knowledge and love of Ashtabula history to add to the founding 

foundations of the museum. When he died, his bequest to the Museum helped it to 

survive and prosper. 

 

 

Duff and Jane Brace 

Long-time friends and neighbors of Duff Brace 

including Museum Director of Volunteers Kaye 

Lind, recall Duff’s maritime room where he kept 

his growing collection of artifacts over the years. 

Duff compiled, typed, and corrected and corrected 

again ship names, statistics, histories and other 

facts he found interesting in notebooks. Soon he 

had rows and rows of them what his family 

thought of as his little room off the kitchen. He 

talked enthusiastically to people about his ships, 

and facts, and soon Duff and his friend Paul Petros 

created slideshows and created a “slideshow 

circuit” to share their maritime knowledge.  

Duff Brace accumulated a Library of Congress 

style collection of “Boat Notebooks,” which can be found in the Research Library 

on the second floor of the Museum. He corresponded with lovers of Great Lakes 

History all over the country and local scuba divers hung out in his “Boat Room” so 

often that his wife Jane routinely invited them to dinner. Duff’s children recall that 

their yearly family vacation destination was the Welland Canal.  

Duff Brace died in 1995, and his wife, Jane died 
in 2010.  They are buried in Glenwood 
Cemetery in Conneaut. 
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Along the way, the Detroit Marine Historical Society appointed Duff Brace 

historian of the year and he became a well-known maritime historian with firsthand 

experience and knowledge of his craft.  

Over the years, Paul Petros and his good friend Duff Brace slowly collected 

artifacts and worked very hard to raise money 

for their project. They presented their own 

slide shows covering information about 

Paul’s specialties, the docks and the town and 

Duff’s specialties the lakes and the steamship 

companies. 

The “Paul and Duff Show” drew a big crowds 

and local and regional fame. The local 

Ashtabula Yacht Club and the Topky Library in Ashtabula Harbor often sponsored 

the shows. Duff thought people, especially youngsters, would want to know about 

some of Ashtabula’s interesting facts. One of his favorite facts he enjoyed telling 

them about was that between the years 1900-1906, the Port of Ashtabula broke the 

world record for unloading iron ore three out of six years. 

 Paul and Duff’s hard work made their dream come true. Donations accumulated 

and they were soon taking steps to locate their museum in the old U.S. Coast 

Guard Station Lightkeeper’s home at 1071 Walnut Boulevard. Since they needed 

money to complete work on the interior of the building, they decided to offer 

yearly memberships to the Ashtabula Marine Museum. They charged the modest 

sum of $7.50 for a family and $5.00 for a single person. They also started a 

lifetime membership plan. An area bank, Bank One, was a great help to the 

Ashtabula Marine Museum at the time. Both men also emphatically told everyone 

they talked to that they would welcome artifacts that were pertinent to the area and 

the history of the harbor as well as donations 

of money. 

On June 2, 1984, a ribbon cutting ceremony 

took place on the steps of Ashtabula’s newest 

Museum. The co-curators who cut the ribbon 

were Paul Petros, Duff Brace, and Clint 

Ekensten.  
Clint Ekensten diedin1990 and he is buried in Edgewood 
Cemetery. 
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“While the ongoing maintenance is an endless task, the original conversion from 

an aging wooden building darn near beyond repair into a beautiful museum took 

many hours of painstaking labor from civic minded volunteers,” Paul Petros said. 

“It is a dream come true and well worth it. It is beautiful and anyone can verify 

that,” he added. 

Four months later on October 25, 1984, a formal Saturday opening gala was held 

for donors and members. On Sunday, October 26, 1984, the Great Lakes Marine 

and Coast Guard Memorial Museum in Ashtabula, Ohio, officially opened its 

doors to the public. 

Visit our Museum when it opens for its 38th year in May, see the historical progress 

we have made in the past, and be a part of our future. 

Venerable Volunteer 

Willard Giddings was one of the oldest and loved 

Museum volunteer. He gave tours at the museum up 

until his death at the age of ninety-two. Willard was a 

steward on Pittsburgh Steamship vessels from1926 until 

his retirement in 1979. He also worked for the Ashland 

Oil Company and Wilson Marine and after he retired, 

he became a self-employed contractor. 

In 2001, Willard and his father Jay Palmer Giddings 

were both inducted into the Great Lakes Lore Maritime 

Museum in Rogers City, Michigan with the combined 

time of one hundred years’ service on the Great Lakes. 

Willard’s wife Caroline Giddings accompanied him as 

second cook on his voyages for five years.  

Willard also served his community. For almost thirty-five years, he volunteered at 

the Conneaut Human Resources Center, helping distribute food and toys to needy 

Conneaut families at Christmas. His fellow citizens chose 90-year-old Willard to 

be the 2003 Conneaut Citizen of the Year for his community service. He frequently 

purchased and transported toys out of his own pocket. Willard Giddings died in 

November 4,2006, and he is buried in East Conneaut Cemetery.  
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Captain John Paul Perkins donated his time to the Ashtabula Marine and Surface 

Transportation Museum including assisting with the installation of the Pilot House, 

and he also contributed artifacts to the Museum library collection. 

Perks Floating 

Forests 

By the time the Pittsburgh 

Steamship Company assigned 

Second Mate John Paul Perkins, 

to the J.P. Morgan Jr. in 1949 

he was already a  seasoned 

sailor, a confirmed bird 

watcher, and an inventive 

creator of his Floating National 

Forests which he established on 

every ship he sailed, including 

the J.P. Morgan Jr. 

The maritime and ornithological connections of Second mate Perk were forged in 

steel, made from the iron ore that the ships of his Pittsburgh Steamship Company, 

later to become part of the U.S. Steel fleet, transported from Lake Superior ports to 

Lake Erie ports.  
The water route of the ships, both up and down bound, took them west to east 

across Lake Superior, through the Locks at Soo Ste. Marie. The next leg of the 

journey traversed the length of Lake Huron, through the St. Clair River, and Lake 

St. Clair. The final leg of the journey took the ships down the Detroit River, across 

Lake Erie for approximately eighty miles and to the ports of northeastern Ohio, 

including Ashtabula and Conneaut where Perk lived. 

Perk created his personal scientific methods of on deck birdwatching. He 

purchased balled trees and other habitat equipment like branches and perches from 

friends in various ports along Lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, and Erie. He set 

them up on deck along with bird seed and water stations and then placed a park 

bench in a strategic yet non-threatening location to sit on while he birdwatched, 

photographed them, and took movies of them. He created a film called “Birds 
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Ahoy!” that he used in his speaking 

programs about birds and that garnered 

respect in the scientific world as well. 

Besides for his personal enjoyment, Perk 

observed birds for their own sake – their 

plumage, their habits, their personalities, 

their grace, their freedom of movement, 

and yes, their predatory skills, especially 

those of gulls and hawks, revealing the 

cruel side of nature. Perk spent years 

taking meticulous, detailed notes of bird 

life and behavior. His notes and the 

articles he wrote, including one published 

in Audubon Magazine, changed traditional ideas about migratory patterns of birds, 

including those over the St. Clair River and the Great Lakes. 

Perk explained his methods in one of his articles: “Over several years I have kept 

detailed notes on the migration waves and single birds sighted during the sailing 

season. Each year a little more data is added until at present the notes include 

observations, location of ship, weather at ship’s position, barometric and 

temperature graphs plus the weather synopsis of the location of atmospheric 

pressures each day for the Great Lakes region.”      

Every trip he took up and down the St. Clair River and the rest of the route, Perk 

observed birds and took notes about their behavior. He described how flocks of 

birds would rest aboard ship in his National Forests and on suitable places all over 

the ship. He described their flight patterns and their habits. He elaborated: “The 

trees were arranged daily according to the position of the sun and a chair or park 

bench was placed the correct distance away for the focus wanted. With a bottle of 

coffee and a few doughnuts handy on the hatch, I was ready.” 

His bird watching did not escape the notice of his shipmates. They christened his 

tree arrangements “Perk’s National Forest,” and they gave him nicknames like 

“Ranger” and “Nature Boy.” Some enterprising sailors placed an artificial nest 

complete with four plump grapes in one of his trees and at Christmas, ornaments 

appeared hanging from the branches. The teasing was good natured, and Perk 

described encountering shipmates searching his bird books to identify their ship’s 

passengers. He also recalled a captain or two calling from the pilothouse that his 

trees were full of birds. 
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His ornithological or bird loving connection, existed from his boyhood when Perk 

roamed the hills of Belmont County, Ohio, seeking, finding, and photographing 

interesting birds. During his teen and adult years living in Conneaut, Ohio, he 

examined and explored the local bird populations, discovering that birds had much 

the same free spirits and migratory lives as sailors. And from the 1930s to the early 

1970s when he combined his maritime livelihood with his birding passion, he 

made significant scientific contributions to the ornithological world from his 

shipboard perches. 

By the time he became first mate on the J.P. Morgan Jr., with several berths in 

between, Perk could describe the times, places, and participants of flocks of birds 

traveling over the Great Lakes and their connecting rivers.  

His observations included eagles and their nests in the lower St Mary’s River, large 

heron rookery on Stony Island and Grosse Isle in the lower Detroit River. 

Thousands of gulls and terns on the stone dike below Bois Blanc Island in the 

lower Detroit River. Flights of black crowned night herons around the western 

Lake Erie islands. Large flocks of ducks at St. Clair Flats and at Bar Point in the 

St. Clair and Detroit River. 

By the 1960s-1970s last stages of his career, Perk had earned the position of 

captain on several Pittsburgh Fleet ships, including the Thomas F. Cole, Richard 

V. Lindabury, and the John W. Gates. As his maritime career advanced, so did his 

Floating Forests and bird watching and recording skill and contributions to 

ornithological knowledge. After 31 years of impeccable note taking, photos, and 

films, his contributions to ornithological knowledge were impressive. He identified 

and named seven migration corridors over Lake Superior and many more over 

Lakes Michigan, Erie, and Huron and revealed how the Mississippi and Atlantic 

Flyways overlap with the Great Lakes Flyways. He described previously 

unidentified flight patterns, flocks of different bird species migrating together, and 

sighted rare birds where they were not supposed to be sighted. He described birds 

at play. 

Perk summed up his maritime ornithological philosophy: “A complete check list of 

birds seen on and from the ship (just one ship, the Benjamin Fairless) totals 190 

species…not much compared to lists compiled ashore, but each year we add a few 

more species to the total. It is the constant expectation of seeing something more 

that makes bird watching so fascinating.” 

 

 


